SERVAS  AUSTRALIA - LETTER OF INTRODUCTION





I am a Polish-born Australian living in Canberra, the Capital of Australia. I think of myself as an adventurous person who loves and follows her dreams. I find new experiences and challenges that extend the boundary of my own limitations. At present I am reinventing an re-evaluating my life and realising many more dreams, experiencing more travel adventure, and developing further my passions for photography and writing.





I graduated in mechanical engineering in Poland and computing in Australia. By the same time I realised that there’s more to life than computers and science. However to support my family and my passion for travel and photography I worked in computing in Poland and in Australia for nearly 35 years. At the end of 2001 I choose to retire early from office work.





My son, Christopher, born in Poland, is also living in Canberra. He married a Thai girl, who is the mother of both my grandsons, Julian (born in 1997) and Riker (born in 1999). My Mum still lives in Poland and I have other close family members living in Europe.





I love all outdoor activities that involve sharing time with nature. My passion for travel and photography has taken me to over fifty countries in all continents. First, I travelled through many countries in Europe, then Asia (Afghanistan-1977, India, Sri Lanka-1979, Syria, Turkey-1980, Thailand-1981). In 1981 I made my home in Australia. Since then, I have continued my extensive travel in Australia, including many outback adventures. In 1988 I went trekking in Papua New Guinea and then in 1990 in Nepal.





In 1995-96 I made a solo year-long trip around the world visiting 22 countries of Asia, Europe, North, Central and South America (including Easter Island) and then Tahiti and New Zealand. I also visited my homeland, Poland, several times and always spent a lot of time walking in my beloved Polish Mountains, the Tatras.





Photography is my lifelong passion. My parents made a strong foundation for my travel, photography and writing desire, which is aiming to capture my love of nature and my enthusiasm for life. I have held 12 individual photographic exhibitions and have taken part in over 30 group shows throughout Australia, Poland and other countries. In 2000 I was honoured in Australia with an award for my photographic achievements.





In landscape I choose instinctively to photograph the beauty of nature. My favourite place is the mountains and the landscape motif - trees. In people photographs I am a sensitive observant with a deep respect and affection for individuals and their values. I like to capture the daily traditional rhythm of people’s life and emphasise naturalness. I like to portrait pride and dignity and to speak a desire for human connection.





In March 2002 I am starting my solo year-long African backpacking adventure. My intention is to visit many countries over this large continent. I am so looking forward to re-awakening my sense of adventure, and the intensity and enrichment that travel brings to my life. I love to go on learning, exploring my curiosity about people of different cultural and social backgrounds, and seeing everyday life from a new perspective.





After African journey I will spend some time wondering through out Europe and other continents. Eventually, after several years I will return to Australia to create my new home at the countryside in unknown destination yet.





My personal aim is the same as Servas International “to help build world peace, goodwill and understanding .....” by being in personal contacts with people of other countries and to share their culture, interest, activities and ways of life. I supported Servas International for over twenty years. When travelled I always received a heart warming, joyful and valuable hospitality, that often become lasting friendship. As a Serves host in Australia I was fully and happily sharing my home, interest and my life values with hundred of travellers who visited me, especially over the last seven years.





I believe in myself and my dreams and dare to reach out and try to make the word a better place to be. The mottos by which I leave today are: “Always dream and shoot higher than you know how to. Don’t bother just to be better than your contemporaries or predecessors. Try to be better than yourself” (William Faulkner) and “To live a lifetime each day”.


